Although the cost of living had gone up from 80 per cent
to 1,200 per cent of 1941 wages, the government and the
employers refused an increase over the 1941 wage rates,
In 1947 the government was compelled to give in, but
the increase was only 92 per cent of 1941 wages which
was wholly inadequate.

The conditions of the workers in the postwar period
were becoming worse than ever. Towards the end of
1947, the unemployment figures rose to about 400,000.
There is no social insurance scheme of any kind, To
svery 10,000 of the population there is only one doctor.
Destitution and starvation became widely prevalent both
in towns and villages.

The   democratic   trade   unions   of   Malaya   which
resumed their activities after the surrender of Japan took
the leading role in the postwar strike movement.   They
united the workers of all the nationalities of Malaya
and called upon them to unite in the struggle against
the colonial regime. In February 1946, there were already
organised   12   State   All-Nationalities  General  Labour
Unions, which federated into a single body known as
the All Nationalities General Labour Union of Malaya,
uniting Malay, Chinese and Indian workers.   "Since 1946,
it has been called the Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade
Unions (PMFTU).   In 1946 its membership was 463,000.
As early as February 1946, the first Congress of
Malayan Trade Unions declared its solidarity with the
constitution and programme of the World Federation of
Trade Unions and its wish to affiliate to this organisation.
The admission of the Pan-Malayan Federation of Trade
Unions to the World Federation of Trade Unions at the
session of the Executive Committee in Moscow in June
1946, strengthened the feeling of international solidarity
of the Malayan working class and raised the trade union
movement of Malaya to a higher level.   In response to
a call from the WFTU, the Pan-Malayan Federation of
Trade  Unions,  in  spite  of  the  difficult conditions  of
oppression and persecutions from the colonial authori-
ties, held a mass meeting in Singapore in September
1946, to protest against the Franco regime in Spain.

Beginning in 1946, the British Labour Government
began to send so-called "advisers" on the trade union